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mouth of the Sieoris (Segre) and marched up the valley
of that river.

The duty of the first column must have been to take pos-
session oi% the coast cities, then as now many and thriving, as
far as Kmporiaj; that of the left column would be to follow
the line of the Sieoris as far as its source in the main range
of the Pyrenees. The centre would move by way of the val-
leys of the central range of Catalonia. Along the liubri-
catus (Llobivgat) was a road by winch the columns could
at need reunite midway, or assist each other in their opera-
tions.

Hannibal, no doubt, was with the right column, which had
with it both treasure-chest and cavalry, and may be called
the. column of direction. Owing to the uncertainty of the
Koman movements, he did not dare absent himself from the
coast. The campaign covered two months and was very
costly. The losses of the three columns footed up some thir-
teen thousand men. The Catalonians have always resisted
invasion nobly. That the. country could be. subdued in HO
short a space speaks highly for Hannibal's lieutenants and
the, training they had received.

Having reduced Catalonia, he placed this territory under
command of llanno, and left with him tea thousand foot and
one thousand horse, with headquarters probably at Barcino
('Barcelona'). Here too sonic, of the Iberian regiments are
said to have shown SIBILS of disaffection, and three thousand
to have* deserted. But this is doubtful. At all events, Han-
nibal deemed it wise to state, that he had given them leave to
go, and also to let off eight thousand more. This act added
to the devotion of the rest. He did not lost*, his moral power
over his army. Ho in alleged to have, had the additional
motive of thus .showing his confidence to accomplish whate
